TRIBUTE

Tribute to Patricia Sweeney who died on the 6-7-2011.

She is one of the great Achill anglers of the past. She made history when she landed a 2621b.
Porbeagle shark off Keem Bay. On the 1*. September 1960 both she and her husband went out for
a days angling on the St. Patrick owned and skippered by the late Jim O Gorman.

Shark was the game they were after. Mrs. Sweeney fishing at a depth of 5 fathom very soon hooked
a shark. Without a harness she did a wonderful job playing the fish for fifteen minutes to bring him
a long side the boat. It took Jim and his son Mick nearly a quarter of an hour to land the fish.

Female shark it measured 98 1/2 ins from tail to tip of nose, and 42 1/2 ins in girth.

This was the third heaviest Porbeagle caught by rod and line in the British Isles at that time. It was
believed to be a world record for a lady at the time.

Mother of 10 children at the time she still found time to enjoy her favourite sport. The family are
eleven in number. She certainly was a credit to Achill and motherhood.

She was predeceased by her husband Joe who died on the 21°. January 2007, another keen angler
and one of the founder members of the now defunct Achill Sea Angling Club. In 1963 on the 5.
August he landed a specimen Common Skate also in Keem Bay.

Joe was elected as the first President of the Connaught Provincial Council IFSA .

Her grandson Rowan was a winner in the Corrane children’s Sea Angling Eestival 2011. Grandson
like Grand Mother | hope.

By Pat Walsh, President IFSA.



AFTER SHARKS OFF
S By DANIEL F. McC
Basking sharks in the nefs, porbeagle and biue sbarks on md and line, and the

and linked to the mzinland by a bridks acroad Achill Sound, iz thui seragphing

preve of Ircland knews ad Achill Jaland. From it4 hillsides, clad, when £ was
there, 7o cusset bracken and purpie beather, streteh lush green Delds, studded here
and there with groups of oeat white homeseads, At first one 1§ sucprised find
ihat the soil of this remoie countryside is s0 fertile that crops flourish and Howers
bloom, bul the explanation is shnple. Achill’s situstion secures for it tha fuli
benecfits of the warming Gulf Strcam and & climate 3o mild thet the nesd for
heavy jerseys scldom arisss oulndde winter. -

But shnrks, not westher, are the main talking point in Achill lskand, and for
poind £eason, (o6, bevanse {here are sharka galure in the waters within ball a
moite of 1be shore. Indeed, it js possible to git on a hiliock above Keom Bay and
watels the baxking sharks cruise to within a'fow hundred yards of the saady
each. In Righ summer onc can ace plenty of thent in Kecm Bay, about four mlles
from Purteen Mirbour ut Xeal

Hmem & A boanriful bay steaped liks a horseshoe in wihich the baskiag sharks —
and suimen, too—Ffollow a seemningly set courde. Entering the bay along the
coast, they keep cloge to the perimeter of the horseshos towards its southern
outlel On the way they sacounier a nut which sateuds from the shore across their
course, Al the ssaward ond of ihe gt the 30 nds of which sre uboul . thick,
s wo-manned curragh lies in wait It is a home-ouade craft which is pepular o
Achiil’. in the hands of an expert it is both sl i) seaworthy.

A4 the shark noses its way along the not, the curragh crew close in for their
attack, A knlfe-life harpoon is theust inio is heart, and in a mader of seconds
the fish is dedd, It i then lowed to a bigger heat which lics nearer the buy mouth
aodd the Hver is removed. The oil from the shurk’s lives ix the rize, I is extracted
21 Pucteen Harbour, where i in stoced a tanks from which, it ks subscquent
powred into 40-gallon drums Lot export. A3z 5 mepsure ul the suecess of this
Achill Idand enterprise, 8 total of T drums Waa harvested in tha 1960 season,

which represents 1 congiderable oumber ol sharks

For the peme Bsbenman the basking shark holds titte appeal. His quarry i3
the porbeagle, which at A<hill i seldom far from Keem Bay, At least, that is
the opinien of many local fishermen whose experisace of sbarks wxtends over
40 years and muare, One wonders if the view Iy not yormewhat coloured by the fact
ttw it was i this sren that Dr. Orfoue! Browne io 1232 ook-a poclnaple shatk
of 3651b., which still stands as the heaviest caught off the Irish ead Britisl coasts.
But &t loast one welhknown shark-fisher from Loee i3 convinted thet Achill witl
helors toag produde even berer fish, ‘

Last wonth, when 1 was Lhere, there was vumisakable cvidense ihal nslly
big pocbeagls sharks were uroupd, On September L it was tny good fortne to
 be In Jim O'Gorman's hoat, $i. Pairick, v5 the puest of Mr, and Mrs, W, 1.
sweeney, of Achil Soved. To my inexgcricuced eyes it looked anything but 4
promtising day as far as sport with 8 s was concerned, A low, prey sky com-
Bined with = mist to blot oot the mountains, while a belt of raln swepe in from
Uie 504, A few minotes' hali in Keem Bay gave b3 all the fresh mackerel we
might necd for bait, and O'Gorman tillered the beal to the best shark grounds,
only 400 or Syds. beyond IBe bay mouth, 1.ea3 than a weck befure on this
sarte gpround 2 Frengh visitor had been rowsrded with 2 t54lb. porbeagle.

Perhaps luck would styike again. o

Less than an hour Mater k did, For Mrs. Sweeney ¢a a porbeagle abark of
1621b. So guick did the fish take the bair, st ata Jepmuﬁ‘ﬁvggmmm, the Jovel
nt which the mackerel bad teen huoked, thst she hud oo chunes 1o don her har-
3. With her foet seeking a firm stance on the boards of the rolling S Putrivk,
art hee rod perilously ovee the deck ral, sbe did & wonderful job o? playing ber
fish to the boatside i 15 theifling minutes, Her hwsbaad and ’Gorman and his
son tonk 12 minutes to sseure it to the boat. A femak shark. it mossured 984in.
from tail tip to noac and 424n in girth. - '

Although if is only ihe third heaviest porbeagle shark taken by tod and line in
the British Isles, it is belioved to be a reeord for lady anglers. Mrs. Swexney 13 an
athosiastys acd an aec_gmphahed aea-anghet, bul tha was hae Arat porbag& iy~

ure. “But not ker lag,” O'Gorman conuiented, at we toadted her succes, It will

ot be F)‘Gurm.‘m's la_sl, eilher, for years of commercial fishing, have not dirnin-
ished his love of noziing or his sincare desire 1o show sport. His biggest bag, he
recalis, was one day last year, when he boated 33 bl thatic, 1, for am,'shalf ool
be’r‘rh;j,ﬁiﬁ i[dhe i ot ol the titler when the porbesgle cecord of 36510, is broken
at Ac gland.

J UTTING out inte the Atfrotic Quean from the eoast of southewegs Co. Mays,
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BA
bance of a good one every time without leavmg inshore water

AT PURTEEN QUAYSINA. ‘the carcasc of 3 basking shark after the lives
haddl been removed for p ns. ‘Thix 700 on drums were filled
ma—l}wr

LEAVING HARBOUR. A currngh being rowed ont of Purtesn Harhows with
seqsanglers aboard, bound for one of e lm inghore marks.

CﬂANGlNG SlAﬂ()NS. Onc  curragh  had
aught 2 basking shark’ am) 3 second bost was

s.mnuu wbcn pictare wax token,
A.nulhu' fi nlre:nly“l;etn K&n approaching









